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fishery sorting requirements are speci-
fied at § 660.230(c), subpart E, and Open 
access fishery sorting requirements are 
specified at § 660.330(c), subpart F. 

(7) Crossover provisions. NMFS uses 
different types of management areas 
for West Coast groundfish manage-
ment. One type of management area is 
the north-south management area, a 
large ocean area with northern and 
southern boundary lines wherein trip 
limits, seasons, and conservation areas 
follow a single theme. Within each 
north-south management area, there 
may be one or more conservation 
areas, defined at § 660.11 and §§ 660.60 
through 660.74, subpart C. The provi-
sions within this paragraph apply to 
vessels operating in different north- 
south management areas. Crossover 
provisions also apply to vessels that 
fish in both the limited entry and open 
access fisheries, or that use open access 
non-trawl gear while registered to lim-
ited entry fixed gear permits. Fishery 
specific crossover provisions can be 
found in subparts D through F of this 
part. 

(i) Operating in north-south manage-
ment areas with different trip limits. Trip 
limits for a species or a species group 
may differ in different north-south 
management areas along the coast. 
The following crossover provisions 
apply to vessels operating in different 
geographical areas that have different 
cumulative or ‘‘per trip’’ trip limits for 
the same species or species group. Such 
crossover provisions do not apply to: 
IFQ species defined at § 660.140(c), sub-
part D, for vessels that are declared 
into the shorebased IFQ sector (see 
660.13 (d)(5)(iv)(A) for valid shorebased 
IFQ declaration reports), species that 
are subject only to daily trip limits, or 
to the trip limits for black rockfish off 
Washington, as described at § 660.230(d), 
subpart E and § 660.330(e), subpart F. 

(ii) Operating in both limited entry and 
open access fisheries. Open access trip 
limits apply to any fishing conducted 
with open access gear, even if the ves-
sel has a valid limited entry permit 
with an endorsement for another type 
of gear. A vessel that operates in both 
the open access and limited entry fish-
eries is not entitled to two separate 
trip limits for the same species. If a 
vessel has a limited entry permit and 

uses open access gear, but the open ac-
cess limit is smaller than the limited 
entry limit, the open access limit may 
not be exceeded and counts toward the 
limited entry limit. If a vessel has a 
limited entry permit and uses open ac-
cess gear, but the open access limit is 
larger than the limited entry limit, the 
smaller limited entry limit applies, 
even if taken entirely with open access 
gear. 

[75 FR 60897, Oct. 1, 2010, as amended at 75 FR 
78382, Dec. 15, 2010; 75 FR 82301, Dec. 30, 2010; 
76 FR 27530, May 11, 2011; 76 FR 53835, Aug. 30, 
2011] 

§ 660.65 Groundfish harvest specifica-
tions. 

Harvest specifications include OFLs, 
ABCs, and the designation of OYs and 
ACLs. Management measures nec-
essary to keep catch within the ACL 
include ACTs, harvest guidelines (HGs), 
or quotas for species that need indi-
vidual management, and the allocation 
of fishery HGs between the trawl and 
nontrawl segments of the fishery, and 
the allocation of commercial HGs be-
tween the open access and limited 
entry segments of the fishery. These 
specifications include fish caught in 
state ocean waters (0–3 nm offshore) as 
well as fish caught in the EEZ (3–200 
nm offshore). Harvest specifications 
are provided in Tables 1a through 2d of 
this subpart. 

[76 FR 27530, May 11, 2011] 

§ 660.70 Groundfish conservation 
areas. 

In § 660.11, a groundfish conservation 
area is defined in part as ‘‘a geographic 
area defined by coordinates expressed 
in degrees latitude and longitude, 
wherein fishing by a particular gear 
type or types may be prohibited.’’ 
While some groundfish conservation 
areas may be designed with the intent 
that their shape be determined by 
ocean bottom depth contours, their 
shapes are defined in regulation by 
latitude/longitude coordinates and are 
enforced by those coordinates. Lati-
tude/longitude coordinates designating 
the large-scale boundaries for rockfish 
conservation areas are found in §§ 660.71 
through 660.74. Fishing activity that is 
prohibited or permitted within a par-
ticular groundfish conservation area is 
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